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Protected areas of the Kerry UNESCO Biosphere Reserve
Protected areas are created to help protect both habitats and species that are becoming endangered. 
The Kerry UNESCO Biosphere Reserve includes several of these European sites of Nature Conservation.
Special areas of Conservation (SAC) are created to protect habitats and animals.
Special protection areas (SPA) are created to help protect bird species that may live in an area all year 
round or that may use a certain area during migrations.
This map shows the areas of the Kerry UNESCO Biosphere Reserve that are also designated as SACs  
and SPAs.

SACs and SPAs have been created all around Ireland to help protect our native habitats and species.
Some of the habitats and species found in the Kerry Biosphere Reserve include: 
•	 Lakes
•	 Sessile oak woods
•	 Alluvial forest
•	 Otters

•	 Kerry slug
•	 Freshwater pearl mussel
•	 Killarney Fern
•	 Marsh Fritillary
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Complete the sentence
The Kerry UNESCO B_ _ s_ h_r_ Reserve 
covers a total area of approx. 65,000 
hectares and includes areas of the M_ _G _ 
_ _y_ _ _ _y R_ _ks mountain range and all 
of K_ _ _ _ _ _ _y National Park.
Healthy Ecosystems help to provide e_ _sy_ 
_ _m services for humans like clean drinking 
water, clean air to b_ _ _ _h and help to 
pr_v_nt flooding.
The Killarney F_ _ n and the K_ _ _y slug are 
two examples of n_ t_ _e species that can 
be found in the Kerry UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve, both of these s_ _c _ _s are also 
protected.
Upland f_ _ _s in Kerry include large areas 
of wet h__ _th, which are important carbon 
stores and help to stop cl_m_t_ change.
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